
What’s on!
Some local events scheduled during the 
next few months.

27 Sept/ Funfair - 
06 Oct The Level.
29 Sept  Back to the Level - 

Skate Park Event - The Level.
06 Oct British Schools Hill Climbing 

Championships - Stanmer Park.
07 Oct Take the Lead - Sponsored Dog 

Walk - Stanmer Park.
14 Oct Running4Women - 

Women’s 8km running race -
Madeira Drive.

20 Oct Go the extra mile - 
3 mile sponsored walk - 
Seafront/Madeira Drive.

27 Oct Radox Great British Mud Runs -
5k Charity Walk - Stanmer Park.

04 Nov RAC Veteran Car Run -
London to Brighton Veteran 
car rally - Madeira Drive.

09 Dec Winter Warmer 2007 - Family 
focused community celebration - 
William Clarke Park.

21 Dec Burning of the Clocks - 
Winter Solstice Parade - 
City Centre/Madeira Drive.

Please note: It is advisable to check dates, times and venue
before travelling as each event is planned well in advance.

Market
Trends

BNnews
Community news, views on local affairs and the property market in and around Brighton and Hove

The biggest change
affecting the housing
market this year has been
the introduction of Home

Information Packs (HIPs). Brought in to
simplify the sale of property, the provision of a
HIP became law for properties with more than
four bedrooms in August, with this being
extended to three bedroom properties on
10th September. Although there was an
increase of properties being put on the
market before the deadline, this has now
settled down and we don’t foresee the rollout
of HIPs for one and two bedroom properties
having any major impact on the numbers of
properties being put on the market.

Recently we have seen property prices
cooling off and expect them to remain level 
for the rest of the year. This has been due to
recent inflation rate rises, along with
concerns over the US market which has now
stabilised due to state intervention. The UK
economy is still reasonably strong with people
spending less in the shops, which bodes well
for the property market. Brighton remains a
very popular place to live and there are still
plenty of buyers out there, with realistic
pricing being key to a successful sale.

David Maslen
Maslen Estate Agents
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ewly-released details of a £400 
million replacement for the 
Brighton Centre envisage a 
building with a mixture of

meeting rooms and convention halls, a
hotel and cinema. The conference centre
is to be transformed into a glass palace
by Make Architects, the designers of
London’s famous Gherkin building. Draft
proposals reveal the building would
feature rooms with moving floors and
walls to divide larger spaces and
transform a banquet hall into an
auditorium with seats. The focus would
be on business events. Concerts and
shows held at the existing 30- year-old
venue would be relocated to the planned
Brighton International Arena at Black
Rock, near the marina. 
The plans also include a four-star hotel
designed to make a “landmark

architectural statement” about the
importance of the new-look Brighton
Centre. There would be an integrated
shopping mall-style development, which
would create 40,000 extra square metres
of shops, twice that at Churchill Square.
It would also include a cinema. 
Planners believe the development 
would transform the city into a leading
business destination. 
The South East England Development
Agency announced it would invest £18
million in the project. The plans were
discussed by the city council’s major
projects sub-committee whose chair,
Cllr Garry Peltzer Dunn, said: “The drafts
are like our wish menu of how we are
going to transform Brighton into a
leading business hub in the country.
“There is still a long way to go in getting
this project off the ground but it feels like

quite a landmark to have it all set out
officially for the first time. It is turning the
scheme from a possibility to a
probability. “The Brighton Centre has
helped take us from being an old seaside
resort to an international destination. 
But it has been overtaken over the past
few years and it is essential we do
something now to put us back and retain
our position in the forefront.” 
Tony Mernagh, chair of Brighton and
Hove Economic Partnership, said: 
“A new convention centre has been our
number one priority for at least five years
and it is nice to get to the point where
everyone is starting to come together and
put their money where their mouth is.
“The drafts seem exactly what we need
and we could go from having a 
30-year-old dinosaur to having the best
convention centre in the world.”

Ageing venue to be rejuvenated 
as business hub

N

Expanding HIPs
On the 1st August, the controversial Home
Information Pack (HIP) programme went live,
although the government limited its rollout to
properties of four bedrooms or more at the 
last moment.
This limitation was due to there being too few qualified
and accredited Domestic Energy Assessors (DEAs)
available in time. A DEA is required to inspect the
property and issue the Energy Performance Certificate
that forms part of a HIP.
However, many of the DEAs who were only in training 
in June, have now qualified and the Government
announced that the HIP programme will be expanded to
include properties of three bedrooms or more with
effect from 10th September 2007. The Department of
Communities and Local Government has said that this
will represent about 60% of the residential property
market in England and Wales.

This means that if your residential property has at 
least three bedrooms, you will be required by law to
commission a HIP immediately your property goes on
the market. Don’t fall into the trap of describing your
property as “two bedrooms plus a study” in order to
avoid a HIP! This could seriously affect the price you
achieve - possibly far more than the money saved by
avoiding the HIP. 
A HIP should speed up your sale because much of the
legal documentation is available at the outset, so the
sale is likely to proceed more quickly once a buyer is
found. This reduces the window of opportunity within
which your sale could otherwise fall through.
Finally it’s painless, and we would be delighted to
provide you with any advice you may require. 
Please feel free to phone us on 01273 677001 for
further information without obligation. 
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A retail park was built on part
of the site in the 1980s and there 
are further ambitious plans for
commercial development on the rest
of the barracks.

St Martin’s Church is the largest
in Brighton and can hold 1,500
people although seldom does these
days. It was known as the military
church because it was close to 
the barracks.

It dates from 1875 and was
erected in memory of the Rev Henry
Wagner, the formidable and wealthy
vicar of Brighton.

There used to be two cinemas in
Lewes Road. One, called the Arcadia,
was on a site now occupied by the
Trades and Labour club. It opened a
century ago as a theatre and the
most famous person to appear there
was the escapologist Harry Houdini.
Switching to a cinema only three
years later, it remained open 
until 1957.

The road became something of
a traffic canyon when the road north
of The Avenue became a dual
carriageway in the 1960s and 1970s.

There has been a road or track to
Lewes from Brighton for hundreds
of years but the first urban
development was the Percy and
Wagner Almshouses in 1795.

Now positioned near the junction
with Elm Grove, they were built to
commemorate Dorothy and
Philadelphia Percy, daughters of
the Duke of Northumberland.

Originally intended for six poor
widows, they fell into disuse in the
1960s and were nearly demolished
but a determined conservation
campaign led to their restoration in
the mid 1970s.

Preston Barracks also date from
the late 18th century and were the
main Army base in Brighton for
almost 200 years. In recent times,
they have gradually become
redundant.

The Gaiety cinema was built
in 1937 near the junction with
Hollingdean Road. It was later known
as the Ace and then the Vogue before
closing in 1980.

Lewes Road is the longest street in Brighton 
and full of history. For many years it boasted a
shopping centre which rivalled those of
London Road and St James’s Street but it 
fell out of favour when
Churchill Square
opened in the 1960s,
taking a lot of its trade.

history

ON OUR

doorstep

An impressive building was the
factory of Arthur H Cox, the pill
company. It was demolished after
the company moved to Barnstaple,
North Devon, in the 1970s.

The branch line to Lewes closed
in 1970 and the viaduct over Lewes
Road was demolished a few years
later. Echoes of its design can be
found in the Sainsbury’s superstore
built on part of the site.

Saunders Park is a welcome
green space between the Vogue
Gyratory and the barracks. It is
named after Arthur and Benjamin
Saunders who gave part of the land
to Brighton Council.

The tramway system
in Brighton, which
opened in 1901, had its
headquarters opposite
in Lewes Road. The site
is still used as a 
depot by Brighton and
Hove Buses.

It was here in 1926
that the Battle of Lewes
Road was held during
the General Strike.
Mounted police broke
up efforts by unionists
to stop trams being
taken out by strike
breakers, causing much
violence but no serious
injuries.

Lewes Road has been an
academic centre for the best part of
half a century. Sussex University was
built in the early 1960s on a site near
Stanmer Park and has expanded
greatly since then. The early red brick
buildings, designed by Sir Basil
Spence, are now listed. Across the
road is part of Brighton University,
originally built as a college of
education.

The University also has the
Cockcroft and Watts buildings at
Moulsecoomb and Mithras House, a
former industrial centre. Its arts
faculty is in Grand Parade.

Lewes Road was once a busy
industrial area and had the largest
employer in Brighton, the electrical
engineering firm of Allen West. Now
most of these manufacturing
companies have gone although there
is a modern estate tucked away
behind Wild Park at Home Farm.

The Moulsecoomb estate, started
after the First World War as homes fit
for heroes, is one of the largest in
Brighton.

Bevendean, another big estate,
can be reached from Lewes Road by
travelling along The Avenue.

Efforts have been made over
recent years to breathe new life into
Lewes Road and the barracks
development may speed up that
process.

Above: 
St Martin’s Church and and a

workshop at the electrical
engineering firm, Allen West.

The Gaiety cinema

Preston Barracks

Story courtesy of 
Brighton and Hove Leader



BRIGHTON - NEWS IN BRIEF

A timetable for restoring a crumbling
seafront bandstand to its former glory is to
be decided by councillors.

Brighton and Hove City Council has announced

that work to restore the Brighton landmark could

begin next summer. The project should be

completed by 2009 - 125 years after the

bandstand was originally unveiled to the public.

The details of the timetable are outlined in a

report to be discussed by councillors at a policy

committee meeting. If councillors agree the

financing and timescales, it is thought designs

could be prepared by the autumn, listed building

consent secured by Christmas and work under

way around early summer 2008.

The scheme will cost an estimated £850,000.

Most of the money - about £640,000 - would

come from a special fund for council priorities.

A bid had been submitted to the Heritage Lottery

Fund for £500,000 but councillors decided to

press ahead. Additional cash available includes

£150,000 already reserved from seafront

budgets. According to the report the investment

would gradually be recouped by renting the

bandstand to a business for up to £25,000 

a year. Weddings and concerts could also be held

in the structure. Councillor Mary Mears, the

deputy chairwoman of the council’s policy

committee, said the bandstand was an “eyesore”

which detracted from improvements already

made to the seafront. She said: “We believe this

is a priority and therefore we should use funding

set aside for priorities.” Council funds give the

project absolute certainty and a predictable

timescale.”

Councillor Paul Elgood said members of the

council’s Lib Dem group welcomed news of a

firm plan. He said: “Lottery money was always a

wild card way to fund this work and I am pleased

that real money is now being committed. The

bandstand has become a symbol of the neglect

of parts of the seafront.”

Brighton & Hove statues 
Did you know?

Crumbling 
bandstand is set 

for a revampA monorail train which would link
Brighton Marina to Shoreham Harbour 
is back on the political agenda. 
The decision means futuristic trains
could be gliding from the marina to the
Palace Pier and on to the Brighton Centre
by 2009.

A second phase is being drawn up which will
link central Brighton with Frank Gehry’s King
Alfred redevelopment in Hove and Shoreham
Harbour. The team behind an earlier bid to bring
the transport system to Britain has held a series
of meetings with Brighton and Hove City Council
and the South East England Development Agency
(Seeda). Newly-elected Conservative councillors
and James Brathwaite, chairman of Seeda, are
keen to see the scheme developed. 

Seeda believes a monorail could unlock the
huge development potential at the ageing
Shoreham port, which has been earmarked for up
to 6,000 homes. Previous attempts to regenerate
what could be the South East’s largest brownfield
site have faltered because of concerns about the
poor road network and lack of infrastructure. 

The initial £10-million scheme, travelling
from the Marina to the Palace Pier, was dropped
in 2005 with both developers and council
blaming each other. Labour councillors had not
been convinced by the proposal and had
discarded the option in favour of a bus-based
network. 

After the Conservatives took control in May,
leader Brian Oxley revealed he wanted to revisit
the proposal. Meetings have now been held with
the city’s transport and planning departments,
according to businessman David Courtney, who

fronted the previous scheme and is working as 
a consultant on the present bid. 

Now Seeda has given its support. 
Mr Brathwaite said: “For a long time there have
been entrepreneurs who wanted to build a
tramway along the front of Brighton which would,
if we had our way, connect into Shoreham to
allow that to develop but also to take cars off the
road in Brighton. “From the plans I have seen and
the business people who came to talk to me
about it, it looks very feasible. “It will be up to the
local people and the council to decide whether it
is something they go for. “Seeda will be very
pleased to help Brighton achieve something like
that.” John Regan, of City Partnerships, and Mr
Courtney are finalising the design for the new
proposal to present to the city council.

Mr Courtney said that major developments
at the marina, Black Rock, the Brighton Centre
and King Alfred and embryonic plans for
Shoreham made the monorail a better
proposition today than ever. It could also be a
catalyst to many developments in the future. 

By not building it on the road it will not
cause disruption with roadworks and it should
take just one year to build. Unlike many
monorails, the scheme will not involve tracks
raised into the sky and is likely to run next to the
Volks Railway. The scheme would attract enough
use from conference-goers, tourists, residents
and commuters, and would travel from Brighton
Marina to the Palace Pier in three minutes.
Funding has yet to be secured but the developers
hope to attract private and public investment. The
first phase, from Brighton Marina to the Brighton
Centre, will cost about £20 million. 

Support grows to put
monorail back on track

Queen Victoria, Old Steine. The marble statue,
designed by Nicoli, was sculpted for her 1897
Diamond Jubilee. It was presented by Sir John
Baker.

George IV, The Royal Pavilion. The Bronze statue
was erected in 1828 and sculpted by Tate founder
Sir Chris Francis Chantrey. George IV or Prince
Regent as some may know him along with
architect Henry Holland, created the Royal Pavilion.

Peace Statue, Hove Lawns. The statue of an
angel of peace stands over thirty feet tall. It was
designed by Newbury Trent and was unveiled by
the Duke of Norfolk in 1912. The statue was built
in memory of Edward VII.

Steve Ovett, Preston Park. The life size statue was
unveiled in 1987. During his career he took the
1980 Olympic Gold and Bronze, 1978 European
Gold and 1986 Commonwealth Gold. He was
awarded MBE in 1982 and OBE in 2000.
The statue however, has recently been stolen.

Sir John Cordy Burrows. Old Steine. Sir John
Cordy Burrows was the first in the city to be
elected mayor three times. He came to Brighton in
1837 to practice medicine. He chose the towns
motto 'In Deo Fidemus' and was knighted in 1873.

The Juggler, Hove Town Hall. The 9 foot
sculpture of a juggler on a unicycle was sculpted
by Helen Collis. The statue won her the Sussex
Arts Club Prize for Visual Arts. Helen sadly died of
cancer in 1995 and a replica of the statue was
presented by her husband.
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They have been without a permanent home
since the sale of the Goldstone Ground in 1997,
and spent two years groundsharing 70 miles
away at Gillingham before returning to the city
with a move to the Withdean Stadium in 2001.

The Falmer site was earmarked in 1999 and,
after a drawn out procedure, thought they had
been given the all-clear to start work on the
stadium when they were granted approval in
October 2005. However, a minor error in the
approval led to an appeal from Lewes District
Council and the original decision was
overturned after a review. 

Artist's impression of the planned
22,000-seater stadium at Falmer

The original planning application was
submitted seven years ago and since then the
needs of supporters have changed and their
expectations have risen. Already our architects
and design team have been instructed to

DESIGN

review the internal layouts and make sure 
that they meet those aspirations.
During the early part of this year we carried 
out a detailed soil investigation to enable our
structural engineers to start work on the design
of the foundations and main structure of the
roof. Work has also started on the lighting and
environmental design to meet the latest
standards including specifications to meet the
requirements for the television companies to
broadcast in high definition.

We have always had a business plan, which
identified the various sources of funding for 
the development. However, we cannot secure
those funds until planning permission is finally
given. Price Waterhouse Coopers who put
together the funding for Arsenal's Emirates
Stadium, will be working with us to secure the
various funds required to finance the
construction. 

FUNDING

Whilst more than £1m has already been 
spent on lawyers' and barristers' fees  there 
is a lot more to go. Almost every aspect of the
development has to be tied up in some form 
of legal agreement.

The construction contract will be divided 
in two parts - the highways and the main
building work.

The bulk of the highway works, including the
flyover adjacent to Southern Water and new
access into Sussex University are being paid 
for by (SEEDA) The South East England
Development Agency.  As part of the £23
million package of funding throughout
Brighton & Hove, SEEDA have already
committed £5.3 million. 

The main construction contract, which 
includes the stadium and the bus and coach
interchange, will be procured through a two-
stage design-build tender process. The club
will shortly be inviting expressions of interest
to tender for the work through the 
construction press.

We just can't wait to get going!
There is much to do before we can start on site
but we have the help of the city council who
have provided a project team to ensure the
smooth running of the venture.

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS

LEGAL AGREEMENTS

Brighton & Hove Albion have 
finally been given the go-ahead to
build a new stadium in Falmer. The
Seagulls have been waiting for
almost nine years for approval for
the 22,000-seater arena on the
outskirts of the city.

Welcomed by SEEDA

The South East England Development

Agency (SEEDA) has welcomed the

decision to grant planning permission for

Albion's new stadium at Falmer. SEEDA

Chairman, James Brathwaite, believes that

the new stadium will provide world-class

sports facilities, and a host of community

benefits for the local population.

He said, "There will be a range of

community facilities within the stadium

itself and a number of major

improvements in the eastern part of

Brighton which will improve access

between two major universities and the

city centre".

The hard work has begun
Full approval has now been given and the
‘challenge period’ has passed unscathed,
thoughts are turning towards what will need to
be done before work can start building the new
stadium. This falls into a number of different
areas of activity so Albion chief executive,
Martin Perry explains;

Brighton & Hove Albion finally get
the green light for their new stadium


